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Mechanically Hedged Trees, Nov. 2014

Objectives

Pruning treatments

« Standard - 3 primary limbs selected at 1t dormant,
secondaries selected 2"d dormant. Balanced canopy wit
opened centers. Yearly pruning.

* Unpruned - 3 primary limbs selected, tipped and left long at
15t dormant pruning, then no additional pruning unless
required for operations, wind etc.

 Mechanically Topped - Same as unpruned plus machine
topping, cut ¥2 previous yr growth in winter after 2"d year,
then spring 4t leaf. Hedged in spring, 2013.

 Temporary Scaffolds —Train limbs at 15t dormant to favor 3
primary scaffolds. Keep temporary branches lower on trunk,
removing only ones competing with permanent scaffold.
Temp limbs removed yr 4-8 after cropping.

To evaluate tree pruning methods for maximum production
while maintaining long-term yield in 16°'x22'spaced almonds.

Methods

« 18" season evaluating minimum pruning methods (planted in 1997)

* 16'x22" spacing, north and south on Lovell

* Microsprinklers, irrigated 2x per week to meet Etc

» Sandy loam with clay at 26-60"

» Orchard design is 1:1, Nonparell alternates with Monterey, Carmel, &
Aldrich

* Replicates: 4 Nonpareil, 3 Monterey, 2 Aldrich, 2 Carmel

Average Yields of All Varieties (No statistical difference between treatments in each year.)
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