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The California Almond Sustainability Program (CASP) has reached a key milestone! Due to almond grower participation, 

we can tell the story of almond growers’ stewardship.  The first report on Almond Sustainability is now published!   
 

CASP is based on grower and handler self-assessment of best management practices, the interpretation and  

communication of results, and the application of results for education and continuous improvement. 
 

Documenting the California Almond community’s thoughtfulness and efforts in using environmentally friendly and so-

cially responsible practices is critical to ensuring California Almonds remain a crop of choice to grow and nut of choice to 

buy. 

Growers and handlers participate by completing assessments at workshops or by using the online  

self-assessment and reporting system at www.sustainablealmondgrowing.org. 
 

Participants assess their practices using one or more modules – Irrigation Management, Nutrient  

Management, Energy Efficiency, Air Quality and Pest Management. The content of modules is derived from 

ABC-funded research, University of California publications and expertise, grower and handler  

experience, and other authoritative sources. The results indicate that best management practices may not 

be appropriate for all circumstances because of site-specific differences and challenges. Content being  

added includes Social Responsibility, Ecosystem Management, Water Quality and Financial Management. 

The interrelated CASP elements constitute the Cycle of 

Continuous Improvement, allowing  participants to  

assess their practices; compare results to collective  

averages; learn about, plan for and implement  

alternative practices; and periodically reassess.   

CASP Participation through July 2013 

Individual Participants 
  

1,080 

Participants Affiliated with  
Organizations Submitting  
Assessments 
  

575 

Organizations Submitting  
Assessments 
  

509 

Orchards Assessed 
  

638 

Acres Assessed 
  

95,496 

Acres Managed by Organizations  
Submitting Assessments 
  

255,891 

 

Significant grower participation has  

enabled understandings of statewide use 

of orchard best management practices 

with statistical significance. The hot-off-the

-press 2014 Almond Sustainability Report 

tells the “Good Story” by applying  

SureHarvest’s Sustainability Value Analysis 

Methodology to detail strengths, and  

potential opportunities for improvement, 

in practices that provide the most  

environmental value and grower economic 

benefits. Results also will be used to target 

educational needs to support continuous 

improvement.  
 

Visit the Almond Board of California booth 

for your free copy of the Report, and to 

learn more about CASP and how to  

participate! 



2014 Almond Sustainability Report 
For the Almond Board of California 

The newly released 2014 California Almond Sustainability Report characterizes the strengths, and potential  

opportunities for improvement, in use of grower best management practices (BMPs) affecting energy, air, water and 

land (includes nutrients, pests and bees) resources.  
 

This report constitutes a commitment by the Almond Board and its growers and handlers across the state to “Tell the 

Almond Growing Story” through the documentation of practices used for growing almonds.  
 

Findings are based on self-assessment data collected from 638 orchards covering more than 95,000 bearing acres 

(more than 11% of the statewide total) by the California Almond Sustainability Program (CASP). 
 

Data were analyzed to calculate 95% confidence limits for the percent of “Yes” responses to use of each BMP.  

Responses with confidence limits exceeding ± 10% were considered too variable to represent all California Almond  

orchards and were excluded. 

The report is organized by topical  

sections for energy, air, water and land. 

Land includes the subtopics of  

nutrients, pests and bees. For each 

topic or subtopic, the report details 

grower use of relevant BMPs that have 

the most value for the  

environment and for grower  

economics. SureHarvest’s Sustainability 

Value Analysis Methodology was used 

to quantify and rank BMPs by value.   

Visit the Almond Board of California 

booth for your free copy of the Report, 

and to learn more about CASP and  

how to participate!  
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