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Table 1. 2013 concealed damage trial treatments. Figure 2. Hull moisture (%) in 2013 study nuts between harvest and pickup. Results:

Objectives: To test the role of different field conditions
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Monterey variety (17t leaf) trees were shaken (September

_ _ 2 Conclusions to date:
25), and allowed to begin to dry on the soil surface at the # g Shaken nuts. 2013

Over the 3 years of this study, nuts conditioned after
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Figure 3. Kernel moisture (%) in 2013 study nuts between harvest and pickup.

NleeIS SO'I Lab near ArbUCkle, CA Fleld trees treatmeﬂtS 20 __ —— wetting consistent'y dried the fastest of all nuts —
are shown in Table 1, and included a range of practices 18 regardless of whether they were also conditioned
iIntended to improve nut drying conditions after rain. Nuts before wetting.

Conditioning before wetting can help reduce drying
time by removing dirt and trash that traps water in
the windrow. But post-rain conditioning makes the
biggest difference in drying time.

were wet twice (0.5” of irrigation water each time) after
shaking (Figure 1) but before windrowing. A full inch of rain
was applied in two separate 0.5" applications one day apart
after windrowing. Kernel and hull moistures were
measured at least weekly through October (Figures 2 and

=#=Roll; Condition 3x Nut moisture can differ considerably across an
Roll; Condition bef i i 1
“i-Roll; Conclition before rain orchard depending on tree size, cropload and canopy

Kernel moisture (%)

3). Nuts were picked up on Nov 1 after a month on the 6 | warer WATER o
: TP ST ondition 3x condition (leaves dropped at harvest)
ground placed in small stockpiles in an effort to mimic field . —<Roll; Condition 2x after rain '
stockpiling practices. Nuts will be left in stockpiles, covered —«Condition 2 after water Weeks of moisture appear to be required to produce
2 No conditioning — significant amounts of concealed damage if nut

If rain threatens, into December and then hulled, shelled
and stored until January when they will be heated (roasted
or blanched) and evaluated for concealed damage.

temperatures remain low (<80°F).
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